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Reviews: 85 

Average rating: 4.4/5 

MSRP: $301.95 

Description: VHF/UHF 5 watt HT with Alphanumeric Display 

More info: http://www.alinco.com 



	You can write your own review of the Alinco DJ-V5T.
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R2972 

Rating: 4/5 

Mar 18, 2005 00:23 

Send this review to a friend 

Versatile  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

It's a nice little radio. FAT and stubby but managable:) I bought it for monitoring UHF freq since i only transmit at VHF only. I'm able to monitor air traffic control, TV stations, etc. Very fun. Its also a nice back up radio when my main radio is down(Motorola GP88 VHF). 

 

WA2RCB 

Rating: 4/5 

Dec 24, 2004 17:18 

Send this review to a friend 

An OK little radio.  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

My DJ-V5T has been a great little radio for the past 5 or so years I've owned it. The nicad pack finally went bad after 4 years which was a good lifespan considering my Yaesu and Icom nicad packs barely made it past 2 years of usable life. The only complaint I have with the radio is I am starting to see 2 cracks on the side of the radio case where the battery pack slides on. (the radio case...not the battery pack case) The cracks are located right at the corners where the polymer (black PVC?) was injection molded at the factory. I have traced this to mechanical stress from the weight and lateral stress of the battery pack tabs interlocking with the same..meaning the radio case. Only way to fix this is via a whole new case for the radio. as the cracks now cause the battery to move atop the radio when locked into place, once causing a power-dropout when the pack fell off. Apart from this obvious mechanical design defect, the radio is a great little performer. If I was designing it, I would have made the radio case from metal via the sand or die casting process. Does anyone know if a die cast metal after-market case is available for his radio? 

 

KI4CRA 

Rating: 2/5 

Sep 28, 2004 23:33 

Send this review to a friend 

Flimsy construction  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Not too bad as handhelds go, good features and performance, but cheesy construction. Mine fell 24 inches onto a carpeted floor and broke the battery holding portions of the case. Then the transmitter gradually died, finally failing completely in the middle of the night during a hurricane, when I needed it most. Bought a VX-7R and never looked back! 

 

EB1ADC 

Rating: 4/5 

Aug 4, 2004 11:18 

Send this review to a friend 

More steps please!!  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Is dificult to arrive to the european frecs in the free band of 446MHz cause the steps are limited...

In other sense its easy to broke the continue conection at 12'5 volts then you can't charge anymore the batt.

The rest is fantastic. The best i've seen in a walkie for this price.

English is not my language sorry. 

 

KE4FVU 

Rating: 4/5 

Jul 3, 2004 03:23 

Send this review to a friend 

I love this Radio  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

This is a great radio.I bought this radio a while back.I use it daily as my home station.I use it for community service work in and E.O.C where I go to during severe weather events.It scans really fast.I love all of the memory channels.You can't beat the price.The size of the radio is good.The things I don't like is the battery.It seems like it doesn't stay charged long enough.The SMA connector.I hate SMA.The lock on the radio could be figured out by a six grader,and when it is locked it still transmits.I guess we can't have everything perfect,but this radio is close. 

 

KI4BNP 

Rating: 5/5 

May 4, 2004 07:26 

Send this review to a friend 

Fits the bill  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I wanted a reliable HT with good audio, at least 200 channels, fast scanning ability and a wide-recieve capability. This radio does all this and more. It is well made and does not feel cheap in the hand. Audio reports have been above normal and range has been impressive even on UHF. The addition of having a radio that picks up very well in the 76-999 Mhz range tops it off. I have all the local repeaters I can work plus the local public service and MIL-AIR capablilty for monitoring. Great radio at a great price. 

 

JZ09ECW 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 20, 2004 03:00 

Send this review to a friend 

User Friendly  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Wow, it is a great equipment, so simple but high performance and user friendly to use it. 

 

VK7ZJA 

Rating: 4/5 

Apr 15, 2004 19:19 

Send this review to a friend 

Very nice HT  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I do a lot of out of band listening, and when comparing some HTs that would satisfy my requirements, the V5 looked ideal. After a quick test drive, I purchased three (one for me and two for friends). We are all very happy with them.
RX audio is excellent. RX sensitivity is excellent too, quite even across the usual bands 118-175 MHz & 400-500 MHz, and even at 800 MHz.
Very little intermod & interference received on this little rig, even if hooked up to a mobile antenna, which is suprising for a semi-micro HT.
Scanning speed is quite quick.
TX audio is fine as far as handhelds are concerned. The thing does heat up a bit at high power, though.
The features & functions are no-fuss, no over the top fancy bits that you won't ever use.
Physical construction is more rugged than it looks - lots of shielding metal inside, and a fairly strong casing, but I definitely recommmend the soft vinyl case! Its a bit fat in cross section, giving it a bloated appearance, but it's quite comfortable to hold in the hand. And as noted elsewhere, you can stand it up on a table top without too much fear of it falling over.
Battery life is OK given the capacity, and a little hint is to get the dry cell battery case and install high capacity NiMHs for extended operating times.
The supplied antenna is fine for amateur bands and UHF out of band listening, but not so hot for out of band VHF (airband excepted).
Overall, a very nice little receiver, a transmitter that does what it is supposed to without fuss, with pretty good physical attributes and good features & functions. Pretty good value for money at about AUD$549.
If it wasn't for my commercial 8 watt VHF HT for two metres and my more covert VX1r for scanning & ham stuff, I'd still have my V5, and would not hesitate to get another. 

 

K9VKC 

Rating: 5/5 

Mar 31, 2004 00:23 

Send this review to a friend 

AWESOME  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

Easy to Operate,easy program,great receive and transmit,mod was easy and a darned good price , can't beat and Alinco and works even better with aftermarket high gain HT antenna...I'll give it a 5/5 , programming software is a great investment makes travelling from town to town a picnic to re-program this little HT. 

 

N3JTN 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 25, 2004 09:42 

Send this review to a friend 

''GREAT"  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

like this great handheld good on rec and tx got x battrey from w&w with drop in charger works good 
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M1AVV 

Rating: 4/5 

Dec 9, 2003 16:55 

Send this review to a friend 

VHF Deviation  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

To adjust the deviation of this radio (if you want to use it with 2.5 KHz deviation specified repeaters etc.) you don't have to take it apart. If you take the battery pack off there is a sticker on the back of the radio saying Alinco. Pull that sticker off and underneath are the variable resistors. See the service manual for more details on how to make other adjustments. It took me 4 years of not being able to use the thing on VHF repeaters to work that one out!
Mine came with wide transmit and receive as standard, as bought from Waters and Stanton in the UK.
After 4 years the tuning dial click stops have worn a bit and the battery pack has lost its capacity. Externally it still looks quite good as the DJV5 is not painted like some more expensive radios, it's all black plastic (unless you get the colour one).
It's a bit late now, I've got a VX7 which has modulation troubles of its own. 

 

G4AFI 

Rating: 5/5 

Oct 29, 2003 07:22 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent handheld !  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Hard to find a fault with this handheld. I have used the HT in the dark and agree with previous comments re the backlight but at least you can see the buttons, just have to remember what they do !

I find the HT dies without warning when the battery is low. Would be great if it displayed battery volts without turning off then on again or gave some warning of sudden death !

Dont understand G4WIE's comment. Bought mine in the UK from WSPLC and without doing any mods had full expanded RX straight out of the box. Great ! 

 

KG4WXP 

Rating: 4/5 

Aug 20, 2003 22:04 

Send this review to a friend 

pretty good.  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Nice radio! If only it could automatically tell me the repeater tones it'd be perfect. 

 

KD6NEM 

Rating: 4/5 

Aug 11, 2003 15:11 

Send this review to a friend 

selector improved  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

The replacement channel selectors now have a brass shaft, my chief complaint had been the overly fragile plastic shaft. The inside of this radio is quite sturdy- more metal than I expected. Far, far toughter than my very old Kenwood TH-46. I still prefer BNC connectors, but that SMA connector will not be breaking any time soon. Plenty metal where it is needed in the case. Alinco did a great job on this radio. Just watch out for the belt clip slipping off when you bump the radio into anything. A little glue should help that issue. 

 

G4WIE 

Rating: 2/5 

Jul 15, 2003 12:51 

Send this review to a friend 

WHY?  

Time owned: months 

I was going to purchase one until I discovered that the European version does not have the same wideband rx capability as the US version.
A very dissapointing discovery to make especially as the UK distributor was as surprised as me. Come on Alinco don't do what the others do. 

 

LNXAUTHOR 

Rating: 4/5 

Jun 23, 2003 16:26 

Send this review to a friend 

It's an HT for Barbie!  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

- i purchased the clear-blue version of the DJ-V5... i give this one a 4, although its price, performance and power are good...

- dj-v5 accessories (apparently like most alinco accessories) are more reasonably priced than those from yakencom (or is it kenyacom or comyaken? anyway, you know what i mean here)

- however, when the dj-v5 backlight LEDs are on, you can't see the numbers or letters on the keypad! how in the heck did this design get through?

- the dj-v5 does indeed have an inferior, cheap method of attaching a NiCd or AA battery pack... this is one HT you DON'T want to drop! 

- however, the extended range mod (which opens the unit to broadcast FM, aeronautical and some police bands) is easy to perform [just clip one wire], and best of all, Alinco (ARE YOU LISTENING HERE YAKENCOM?) offers the user AND service manual on-line...

- with the LEDs on and its side-lit LCD, my clear-case DJ-V5 looks like it was made for Barbie and her Dream Shack! but the radio works well...

- now if i don't drop it, and if i only could read the keypad in the dark despite the keypad LEDs... maybe i'll change the internal LEDs to pink and give this one to the XYL if she gets her ticket... 

 

KC0NJO 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 8, 2003 19:55 

Send this review to a friend 

battery cinch points  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Great little radio. a lot of merchandise in one little package.
The only thing I have noticed which could be better is the clamp points for the battery. The small plastic clamps break very easy, and it costs 25.00 to replace them because you replace the face. 

 

KC8PFZ 

Rating: 4/5 

Mar 6, 2003 22:57 

Send this review to a friend 

4.9 rating  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

This is a great rig, especially for my High-Schooler budget :-). I like it quite a bit, and broadcast FM reception is great, as is most other things. I've used kenwood's, yeasu's (and even an ICOM, none of those for me...) and this one ranks up with the rest of them, if not above them. Just 1 thing that brings this radio down: No support for DCS (Digital Coded Squelch) which my group likes to use at the Hamvention. I guess we'll use CTCSS Tone Squelch...
Above all: Great rig. 

 

VE9GUS 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 24, 2003 12:56 

Send this review to a friend 

Very Pleased  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I have been using the DJ-V5TH for about two years and during that time I have had now problems with it other than the rubber covers which protect the mic and the AC connectors which have broken off. The only minor complaint that I do have is that the small users manual which I initially found to be quite difficult to understand, however, once you spend some time with it and figure it all out, programming the radio can be fairly simple. I would highly recommend this HT dual band radio to anyone. By the way, the mod for it is very simple to do. 

 

VA3VI 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 19, 2003 11:43 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

Excellent Radio for the price.
Does everything you would want it to.
Modifications are simple.
Not Cell Blocked.

Only thing missing is the (Crossband Repeat) 
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	KB6HRT 

	Rating: 5/5 

	Nov 28, 2002 08:03 

	Send this review to a friend 


	Very Nice Radio  

	Time owned: 3 to 6 months 


	Brought the DJ-V5 about 4 months ago, I have or have had a VX-5 and have a Kenwood 6A a VX-1R and a Alinco DJ 191 a 2 meter only radio. The DJ-5T has the best transmit of all the VHF/UHF radios I have or had. Very good audio on tranmit and recieve the battery lasts a long time for my needs. This radio is easy for me to use and program and I find I grab it first when I am out and about because of the good transmit. 



	 

VU3SCD 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 22, 2002 12:21 

Send this review to a friend 

Small is Wonderful  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Hello! 
This is a wonderful radio with wonderful system it has. I brought it from a friend for testing i feeling in love with it. Alinco has done good home work on it and they deserve claping from all of us. Good Work Alinco keep it up. 

If you wana buy this radio then close you eyes and buy it. You will find it loving. 

 

JCPUTNEY 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 19, 2002 14:42 

Send this review to a friend 

Fantastic radio  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

I'm not even a Ham yet (yet!) but I bought the DJ-V5 a few months ago in the anticipation of becomming one. So please keep in mind my lack of expertise with Ham radios while you read this.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS:
A quality radio. Small (easily fits in a pocket) but solidly built with a wide base (doesn't get knocked over easily). The audio quality is excellent - crisp, clear, and plenty loud enough for home use. For mobile use you would need either an external speaker or a speaker/mic of some sort. It distorts if you crank it. I use a Pryme SPM-1100 speaker/mic which is 1 watt. The audio is cardboard-tube-ish but clear and loud enough for noisey mobile situations.

The receive really pulls in signals. The signal strength meter helps too. I've talked on the DJ-V5 and listened to it on another scanner. The DJ-v5's mic has prett even tonal quality, but pops on P's and F's like lots of mics do.

Programming the radio was slightly difficult but as I said, I'm new to Ham radios. I didn't find the manual helpful and it seemed to jump around and wasn't laid out in a linear order.

A few quirks:
Maybe these are common to Ham HT's - who knows? 

1) I cannot talk with the power cable plugged in. I must use the battery to talk (?).

2) There is a 1/8" external speaker jack. Plugging a stereo cable into this caused the radio to continualy scan and wouldn't stop. Using a mono cable stopped this.

3) The last week the receive seemed 1/4 of what it should be. I reset the radio to its factory state, tried a few different antennas, different locations, etc. I narrowed it down to removing and reinserting the battery. I guess like any electronic device, when quirks happen, removing all power sources can sometimes help.

That's about it. More when I become more familiar with this radio. A very good price and dual bands are nice too! 

 

KT4OL 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 11, 2002 22:50 

Send this review to a friend 

Here is what you have wanted in an HT  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I have had more ht's in the last 3 years than most guys have had in their whole life time. This is due to the lack of quality and features found in the market. Nothing seemed to work for me. Too little power. Too small for my hand. Too expensive for what I got. I have been trying to find a real ht that isn't small enough to swallow and not so big that it looks like a WWII Army Field radio! I have been looking for an HT with heft and quality. I have had Yaesu, Icom and Kenwood ht's. None of these past radio's can compare to my new Alinco DJ-V5T! What a gem. It just feels good in your hand. Some heft for your money. Not cheap plastic-ee feel like so many have nowadays. Some guys do not like the "fat" quality the radio has. The wide stance makes it easy for the radio to stand tall on any table. The audio is fantastic. Very loud and clear with hardly any distortion at the top notch. Programming the new rig was a snap. Who needs the manual. Ever try and program an ICOM ht?!! (Yaesu is a snap too I must admit.) If you are shopping for a new HT, take it from a guy who has had well over 10 of them in the last few years. Get this Alinco. You won't go wrong (and it won't end up on Ebay!). Alinco may say they are the "value leader", but this radio is NOT a cheap cost cutting bargain loser. It stands tall with the other high cost handhelds with features and quality feel. I think it ranks better than Yaesu's VX5 or the VX1. Way to go Alinco. Great price too. 

 

KB3HQX 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 10, 2002 14:48 

Send this review to a friend 

constant companion  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Since I've had this radio, I feel naked outside the house if I'm not wearing it. It's not the smallest radio out there, but for the money, you just can't beat it. It's done some pretty neat stuff when hooked up to a larger antenna. My wife is studying for her ticket, and this will be her first HT for sure. As mentioned, the RT Systems software is more or less a must-have. I wouldn't want to program this radio all "by hand". Thanks again, Alinco. 

 

W9CW 

Rating: 5/5 

Aug 3, 2002 11:23 

Send this review to a friend 

Best Buy on the Market!  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I conducted quite a bit of research before buying a dual-band handheld. After speaking to a number of friends who have used dual-band handhelds for years, and reading the product reviews, I chose the Alinco DJ-V5TH. For the money, I feel I made the best choice. Receiver performance is very good, and transmit signal audio reports are excellent. The instruction manual is quite good, without the typical Japanese translation problems sometimes seen elsewhere. Addition of RT Systems programming software for the DJ-V5TH makes memory programming, and other set-up options, extremely easy. Frankly, I couldn't live without the software. The software is very intuitive and makes it very easy to load memory channel's into the radio. Together, the DJ-V5TH and RT Systems programming software make an unbeatable combination! 

 

K9VKG 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 27, 2002 18:49 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent Radio  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I've had a DJ5 for more than 2 years now and it's never failed on me. I use it on average 2-3 hours a day. I've never read ths instruction book as its that easy to use. I've suggested this HT to many friend who are now as happy as me with the Radio. I would give it 6/5 if I could. 

 

1931 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 25, 2002 21:50 

Send this review to a friend 

it is a geaet rig for what i use it for  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

the djv5 is a great rig it has all the bells and everthing i use it in the fire service field it works really great haven't found any place it want trans yet alll in alll if i was going to buy anothe one it would be the djv5 

 

W5UGD 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 20, 2002 18:18 

Send this review to a friend 

I love it!  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I've had my DJ-V5T for a few months and love most everything about it. Audio is great, reception is fantastic and up next to almost every HT I've tried, its rejection of strong pager signals is outstanding.

First thing off the bat you will need to get an SMA to BNC adapter, a good one (if you need a source for the best one on the market, let me know as I have found it!), so you can use external antennas easier. Get a good ducky too while you are at it (the MFJ thin duck works great).

I talk with people all the time who do not believe I am on an HT walking around in my yard, they claim the audio is so clear from its built-in mic.

I don't think you can go wrong with this radio. Enjoy! 

 

PUTTNU2SLEEP 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 12, 2002 19:03 

Send this review to a friend 

WoW!  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

This is an awesome radio. First the price as compared to other radio's in its class is affordable.The transmit and recieve is excellent.
I bought this radio when i was in the U.S. Army to take out with me on training. I was an Infantryman so what ever i brought with me I had to carry with me on my back in the field. The ruggedness of this radio is excellent it has gotten wet, dropped and abused just about any way you can think of.

I wanted the radio so I could keep contact with my wife back on main post,due to it being a large military reservation,the largest east of the mississippi,and the government prohibited any civilian cell towers on the post, so in training you could not get any reception on a cell phone. Needless to say this radio did the job, well. I could hit many different repeaters outside of post with this radio.WOW! This radio is well worth the dollar. 
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	KC8QDU 

	Rating: 4/5 

	May 7, 2002 17:55 

	Send this review to a friend 


	Great Radio  

	Time owned: more than 12 months 


	I've had my DJ-V5T for about 14 months now, and I am very happy with it. I live in the basement of a 3 story building, so the rubber duck antenna is useless. However with a twinlead J-Pole antenna I can hit repeaters on low power with no problem. I like the size, since I can stand it up on the desk and use it as a base. 
I also purchased the programming software from RT systems which makes it easy to reprogram once the files are created. I have several different files set up for the places I drive to routinely and use this one in the car as well.

I only have two issues with this radio. First the volume control on mine is a little stiff, and changing the volume sometimes I will turn the selector knob also. I would also like to see more radios with the BNC connector, since I quite often use mine with an external antenna either at home or in the car. 



	 

WB2GOF 

Rating: 5/5 

May 7, 2002 16:33 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent HT!  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

I bought mine used on eBay, and it is a terrific bang for the buck! Where else can you get a true dual-bander for about $150? The wideband mod is a simple wire removal; took me all of 20 minutes to do. Kudos to Alinco for making mods so easy. I just hate to desolder small diodes or pads for mods with my unsteady hands & poor eyes! Now it works great on FRS for use with the kiddies. Anyway, I find this to be the poor man's VX-5R. Reception & sensivity are about equal (I tested it side by side with a friend's VX-5R), but the DJ-V5T costs about $100 less. Sure there's no barometric pressure unit, temperature, or altitude, but you can get a handheld GPS for that purpose. Frequency coverage is 76~999 MHz, more than adequate for me. Not as wide as the VX-5R coverage, but I have little use for 6M FM. Not much in this area on that front. It certainly is about 1" fatter (in-depth) than the Yaesu, but I don't mind. And RT Systems has the programming software that is comparable to the ADMS software for Yaesu. My only gripe is it should come with a slimmer NiMH battery, as NiCd's are behind the times nowadays. 

 

KD4SAI 

Rating: 5/5 

May 3, 2002 11:03 

Send this review to a friend 

Great dualband hand held for a low price!  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I just purchased the Alinco DJ-V5T VHF/UHF dualband hand held transceiver. It is built real solid, it feels like it would survive alot of banging around. The receive sensitivity is excellent even out of band. I have compared the receive sensitivity against my Alinco 596T dual band and it is a littler more sensitive. The audio on receive and transmit is real great. I am able to reach repeaters in excess of 50 miles on high power. This radio is nice and small but powerful. I am still finding more surprises when I experiment with this radio. I would reccommend anyone who wants a good radio to buy this one since it sells for about $200.00. 

 

KC9BJM 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 2, 2002 17:39 

Send this review to a friend 

Great Radio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

This is one NICE radio! In fact I really can't find anything wrong with it! Built like a brick, good audio, and I was hitting repeaters 20+ miles away! Yes, there is a bit of a learning curve, and the manual is a bit difficult at first, but after about 20 minutes, I had it down cold! You won't find a better dual-bander for the money! 

 

VA5SAM 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 2, 2002 16:20 

Send this review to a friend 

Great Value for the dollar  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

My wife and I both have one off these fine portables. Extremely good audio and they seem to do everything they are supposed too. The manual leaves a lot to be disired but you can get enough info from it to get you going. If you want to unlock the hidden features of these handhelds get the RT software. It is not the greatest software to use but it does do a few extra things for you. 

 

N2XE 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 2, 2002 14:39 

Send this review to a friend 

Super HT and the instruction manual if Phenominal!!  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I challenge anyone to find a better dual bander for the money. The manual is just fantastic!!! It's written on some sort of fine textured wood fiber base material and comes in several languages. Unfortunately, one of those languages is English which is about as well understood by hams as CW. 

 

WA7PAT 

Rating: 1/5 

Feb 25, 2002 07:51 

Send this review to a friend 

Poor Audio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I recently purchased a DJ-V5T and ended up taking it back. I thought the audio had very poor quality and was hard to understand.
The instruction manual also needs some work. 

 

N0IRR 

Rating: 4/5 

Feb 24, 2002 23:01 

Send this review to a friend 

Good dual band HT with great audio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

The Alinco DJ-V5T is an impressive radio, and is attractively priced, too.
Wanting some wide scan capabilities but an adequate front end I was torn between the Yaesu FT-50RD and the VX-5R but the distorting too tight WFM of the 50RD and the comparatively poor receiver of the VX-5R led meeventually to the Alinco DJ-V5TDCH (translucent, bluish case).

However I found the manual to be poorly organized and written as it refers one back and forth between pages to accomplish various tasks, rather than taking you through a programming task in a complete tutorial fashion. I suppose someone more current than I in modern HTs might not have even used the manual but I assume that there are operation modalities which might escape one's notice without careful reading. And this manual does require careful reading.

The clear case does allow easy reading of the keypad legends when it's lit up, however the 4 internal LEDs which light the case present a very uneven illumination.
The main display is not well lit, either, but this is not a problem as it is very legible and contrasty. All in all, the illumination scheme, while novel and unconventional, does the job.

When others have mentioned that it's built like a brick--well, it is. It is even deeper than my old Kenwood TH-25AT in girth, although certainly much shorter. This doesn't present a handling issue even with my slight hands. It does mean though that it's not pocketable and better stay on one's belt or purse. The belt clip is simple, but seems quite secure and is replaceable.

The best part is the audio in the FM and TV bands. It's wonderful!
As one generally spends more time listening than transmitting it helps that the receiver section is well conceived.

I'll update as I become more familiar with the rig. This may serve as a very new 
first impression.
Jeffrey
N0IRR

 

AB0SD 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 23, 2002 23:19 

Send this review to a friend 

Fits the bill  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

My Dad and I have used the radio alone, and as a mobile with an amp and mag-mount. It works like you would expect it to.

The audio quality is great, beating many FM music receivers hands down. And as for the volume knob being "accidentally" adjusted, neither of us has had that happen. As with anything, if you don't pay attention, she will collect another way.

After reviewing the multitude of dualband HT's, I chose the Alinco, and have not been disappointed. It has performed as promised, and I heartily recommend it. 

 

KD6NEM 

Rating: 4/5 

Jan 15, 2002 16:35 

Send this review to a friend 

Good radio, bargain priced.  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

The DJ-V5T performance is great for a $200 dual bander. Excellent receive audio, good reports from transmit audio. Nice features, and easy to use. Great radio overall. The reports of the frequency being easy (especially at first) to accidentally change while adjusting audio are true- or were true until the channel select knob broke off. It has the thinnest plastic shaft I've ever seen. Granted, I was clumsy enough to have dropped the radio when that happened, but it did not land directly on the knob. That was one of the two times I managed to somehow have the belt hook come unlatched. The belt hook stayed in my belt but radio went flying. (This has not occurred without a bit of provocation: firmly bump the radio into something while on your hip and you will precipitate this sort of thing) Rest of radio was entirely unscathed. I have put off sending the radio in for repair because once the memories and most functions are set one can just as easily make due with the keypad. Until I need to reprogram something I'll be fine. I do wish the frequency select knob were a bit more robust. That is the only serious criticism I have. (I 'd prefer a BNC connector to the SMA, but I just prefer BNC's) Otherwise, it is a very decent radio at a great price. Would I make the same choice again? Probably. The only hangup being the delicate select knob.
73's, Stu KD6NEM 
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	W6TLC 

	Rating: 5/5 

	Dec 12, 2001 16:06 

	Send this review to a friend 


	An excellent value for the money  

	Time owned: 0 to 3 months 


	I've owned a Yaesu FT-470, a Radio Shack HTX-202, an Alinco DJ-180T, and a Kenwood TH-79AD. I recently decided to sell the Alinco and the Kenwood and buy something smaller and which had out-of-band receive capability. After doing substantial research, I purchased an Alinco DJ-V5T. The radio is an excellent performer for the money -- the audio is crisp and clear, the radio is rugged and easy to use, and it's an all-around good value. The difficulty others have reported with bumping the volume control while turning the encoder is something I've run into, but because I have small hands, it's not been a huge difficulty for me. The radio doesn't have dual VFOs like my Kenwood did, but in actual practice -- especially since it doesn't seem to distinguish between VHF and UHF frequencies like my Kenwood did -- this is not a problem unless you're trying to use your HT as a cross-band repeater, whcih I never did during the 5 years I owned my TH-79. The LCD isn't as pretty as my TH-79's, but it's clear, informative, and easy to read. If I had unlimited money, I might have bought one of the Kenwood tri-banders instead, but the V5T is an excellent value, especially for the price. I'd highly recommend it, and I'd buy another if the opportunity arose. 



	 

N8TJV 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 27, 2001 17:43 

Send this review to a friend 

great radio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I have been(and still am)a big fan and consumer of Yeasu for several years. I recently picked up the Alinco DJ-V5TH and I love it! The thickness of it is great because it dosn't fall over as easy when you set it down on a table plus it actually feels like you're holding on to a radio and not a pack of tic-tacs. I noticed right away that the audio quality is much better than other HT's. And for the great price you can't beat the extended receive. Thanks Alinco 

 

M1AVV 

Rating: 3/5 

Oct 22, 2001 06:19 

Send this review to a friend 

Good construction but not much use on 2 metres  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I have had my Alinco DJV5 for 2 years and it is in good physical condition still, because of the black plastic case (not painted plastic or painted metal which lasts about 2 months of regular use). I also have the proper Alinco soft case for it which I got last year.
The biggest problem with this radio has been the deviation on 2 metres. I can't get to the circuit board with the deviation pot on without damaging another board so it is stuck at 5 KHz. This means that here in the UK I can't use it on 2 metre repeaters as they need 2.5 KHz deviation. The supplied aerial is useless outside the amateur band on VHF so if you want to use it as a scanner you'd better find an aerial which is more wideband. No problems with the aerial at UHF, the receiver (in the European model anyway) loses sensitivity above 445 MHz and above about 160 MHz but is still useable up to the limit of PLL lock.
The supplied aerial has a centre pin on the SMA plug which is thin compared with something like a BNC - SMA adaptor. After repeated use of different aerials, the supplied aerial will make poor contact with the socket and you'll have to get another aerial with the normal thickness pin. Mine went bad after about 20 months from new. 
Transmit power is 1.5 watts on the 6 volt nicad battery and 5 watts at 12 volts. 
On an outdoor aerial 1.5 km from a paging site, 2 metres is not worth using. With an aerial on a car it is OK. No problems with 70cms but most radios can cope on UHF.
I've only given this a 3 because I've never been totally happy with this radio, it wasn't designed for the European market. The construction is great and it's not bad for RF performance but not being able to use 2 metre repeaters (or having to talk very quietly to them) is annoying. If I could find out how to take the radio completely to pieces and reduce the deviation then I wouldn't really have any complaints. I can understand why most people have given this good reviews in the USA. Alinco must get some credit for making this as solid as it is, all the electronics inside are in a diecast metal box. 

 

KF4TUZ 

Rating: 3/5 

Sep 9, 2001 18:53 

Send this review to a friend 

Great price, though not a Kenwood G71A...  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

This radio looks great, and has a great price for what you get. I got the clear unit with both dry cell and high power nicad pack. (DJ-V5TD) I tried this unit next to my Kenwood G71A (used same antenna on both), the Kenwood seems to have way better sensitivity. Tried on base antenna and whips, Kenwood would get full scale on some repeaters that the alinco would only get 2 and have white noise on. Also putting the two on the meter (Alinco with fully charged high power battery) it gets max 4 watts on both bands. (the Kenwood G71A puts out 6.5 on 2m, and a little over 4 on 440 with a fully charged HP battery). I was noticing that I couldn't get in to some repeaters with the Alinco that I could get in with the G71A... amazing how much the power difference makes (tests with identical antenna's. 1) Larson whip 2) alinco original antenna 3)stubby. ) The unit lights up awesomely at night. The battery life is about the same on the Alinco as on the Kenwood by what I could tell. Audio is excellent on the Alinco, but better on the Kenwood G71A. The Alinco can go loud, but has a nice hisssss. The WFM is pretty good IF your holding the radio... if you put it down it doesn't do that well. The Yaesu VX1R had better WFM pickup. The unit is heavy for it's size... like a little half brick... which is fine for me. The display is excellent, and a little bigger than the G71A. Unit was bought at Shelby Ham fest. I had to send the first unit back due to squelch not closing after opened by remote party. Squelch could be turned completely up, and still would not close after someone transmitted on the frequency you were monitoring (no matter which band). Next day at the ham fest Tedd (Alinco represenative) was extremely nice enough to give me a extended year warranty and take the Alinco right there on the spot. A new unit was shipped to me in just a few days... extremely excellent customer service! The Kenwood is a little bit more, but with it and a Larson whip you just can't be beat HT Wise. If your not picky about power out and excellent sensitivity (use repeaters mostly), and on a budget this is the radio for you. See my review on the Kenwood G71A. I should be reviewing the F6A soon. 73's, KF4TUZ 

 

KABC 

Rating: 5/5 

Sep 9, 2001 18:13 

Send this review to a friend 

Best in it's Price range.  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I sold my Yaesu FT-50R to buy the Alinco V5TH. Had it 7 months. As many know, Both radios are almost Identical in shape & size. The Alinco, However, includes all the following features That the Yaesu Doesn't have:
200mem vs 112
6 char ALPHA vs 4
Lighted Keypad
Wide FM mode for FM broadcast & TV sound
Lower Price
Better Audio Output
Ability to change Freq/channels on optional mike
More "standard" SpeakerMike & 12VDC jacks
Lower Cost accessories (case, mikes, 12V)
As far as performance, The Receive seems Better than the Yaesu, Xmit about the same. Lost the Rubber power button on the Yaesu within 3 months, havent had any problems with the Alinco in 7.

 

KC4HWD 

Rating: 3/5 

Aug 22, 2001 17:14 

Send this review to a friend 

OKAY  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I FOUND TOO THE SAME PROBLEMS WITH THIS H.T. THE KNOBS. RECEIVE IS GOOD ON THE 2 METER AND 70 CM BANDS. BETTER YET WITH A DIAMOND OR SMILEY ANTENNA. I HAVE THIS ONE AND THE NEW KENWOOD THF6A.BOTH NICE RADIOS, BUT I THINK I LIKE THE KENWOOD BETTER. JUST BEING HONEST. THE ALINCO AINT BAD FOR THE BUCK AND YES THE KENWOOD IS PRICEY. SO 3 OUT OF 5 FOR MY REPORT. 73'S FROM KC4HWD........................... 

 

WD0GVH 

Rating: 5/5 

Aug 21, 2001 07:31 

Send this review to a friend 

Great HT  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

I have had this HT for a little over a year and It's been a Joy to use. Small and easy to carry, I take it times when I would not carry a larger one. Great audio, and I have not had any problems with the volume control that I have read so much about. The battery does not last as long on a charge as a larger radio but you must give up something to get the small size. All in all a great little radio and if I were in the market for another dual band HT this is what I would buy. 

 

KC8LEQ 

Rating: 1/5 

Aug 5, 2001 23:21 

Send this review to a friend 

Bad rx  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

The RX in my Icom W32a was a lot better than the Alinco Dj-V5T. I get full scale on the Icom, and next to nothing on the Alinco. The knobs came off very easy, lost them. It just has not been a good radio for me compaired to My Icom In the Middle of Michigan. 

 

KG4OHO 

Rating: 5/5 

Jul 30, 2001 13:35 

Send this review to a friend 

This is Great!  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I got this radio for a great price and has been better then a high price. Also I must emphisize the ease of use. I would recomened this radio to anyone I know. 

 

K2RMC 

Rating: 5/5 

Jul 12, 2001 10:38 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent Value and Support  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

Excellent receiver, great support staff. I have never received a bad or mediocre signal report. The best hand-held out there for the price.

The only areas of improvement to be considered would be to separate the VFO from the volume knob and add two or three more PLs. 
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	KB3GIO 

	Rating: 4/5 

	Jun 24, 2001 12:53 

	Send this review to a friend 


	Very Good Performance  

	Time owned: 0 to 3 months 


	The DJ-V5 is an excellent radio! Dual Bands, Wind Band Receive, Tons of Bells and Whistles! For its price, I don't think there's another radio that could beat it. There are only a few items I found to be disliked. One is the volume knob right under the VFO, making it difficult to lock in the frequency without changing audio volume. This can easily be fixed, however, by using the keypad to change frequency, rather than the knob. Also, it seems the PL-Tone is a bit more audible on the carrier, than other radios. Besides those two minor dislikes, I found everything else to be excellent! I strongly recommend this radio. 



	 

AC5ZJ 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 22, 2001 18:05 

Send this review to a friend 

I think it is a neat HT! A little  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

Not only is the DJ-V5T a great little HT, I use it as my only VHF/UHF moble rig with a Comet SBB7 antenna. No one has ever given me a poor audio quality report and since I use it mostly within repeater range I find it provides all the quality, features and range I need.

Additionally, the wide receive range of the DV-V5T makes it ideal for my camping and boating activities allowing full coverage of commercial FM broadcasts, weather, and marine frequencies. The volume is sufficient (using a 5 inch non-amplified speaker) for use on my boat without the need for headphones. It is my weather radio, my scanner, my FM standard broadcast receiver, my HT, and my moble ham rig. I use it, and use it and use it. If it ever stops working I will simply replace it with another DJ-V5T. 

I run an ICOM 756PRO in the shack. It is a joy to use, a technical marvel, and has caused a financial setback in the purchase of a new car. I only need the one 756PRO. However, I expect that I will buy another DJ-V5T at the next hamvention I attend. 

The only suggestion I would make for improvement would be to add the ability to transmit in the 222 MHz band. As for it being "fat", well, it won't fit in my shirt pocket but I wouldn't carry it in my shirt pocket if it did. 

 

KM4DT 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 13, 2001 23:29 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent Value  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

I really like my little Alinco DJ-V5. The receiver is good and the price point is excellent. One very important point I'd like to mention is the ease of use. It's not the prettiest portable rig I've ever owned, but I care more about how it operates rather than if it matches my wardrobe. 

Also, I've worked for years in consumer electronic repair. There's nothing special going for the others over the little Alinco. I.E., I strongly disagree with some of the recent anonymous posts. 

<Alan> NA4I

 

KG4LOG 

Rating: 4/5 

Jun 13, 2001 18:50 

Send this review to a friend 

excellent company  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I can not specifically comment on the dj-v5t, but can comment on Alinco in general. I have a DJ-G5TH and had excellent results. The company has been very supportive for tech questions and anything else I needed. I give alinco a thumbs up. 

 

WB2JXM 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 13, 2001 18:00 

Send this review to a friend 

excellent  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

i have owned my alinco djv5th for a year. what the heck is all the fuss over? it's just a radio- a hell of a good radio. where else are you gonna get a dual-bander for under two hundred in most cases? i built a j-pole for it and it works great! so again whats all the buzz? 

 

KC2GDD 

Rating: 3/5 

Jun 13, 2001 10:04 

Send this review to a friend 

so-so  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

i have owned this radio for about a year and no problems. i wish alinco would maybe try a tri-bander? perhaps something 2meter/70cmand 6 meter. yaesu's radio the vx5r is nice but the audio output is sometimes not a punchy as alinco's! most of the problem is in cpu design errorsthat result in intermodulation problems. remember that these radios are only truly speced for legal u.s. amateur frequencies. yes we all read about alinco's troubles, that is too bad. at least they are trying, give them some credit. the djv5th is a decent little radio for the buck, and with a diamond or comet whip and a little muscle from a 13.8vdc supply the promise of further contacts is greatly increased. good numbers from brian 3 out of 5 for my posting. 

 

KC0INZ 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 12, 2001 20:51 

Send this review to a friend 

Great radio for the money  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I have used one of these radios and it was great. Easy to program, easy to use. The expanded RX mod is very easy. Always get good audio reports, and the little speaker on this radio is amazing. Accessories are reasonably priced. Sure some of the buttons and controls are a little close together, but what do you expect with a radio of this size. The best part is you can pick up one of these with the high capacity nicad battery pack for less than $200. Good balance of price and quality. I have not had any trouble with the Alinco radios I have owned. Ken, KC0INZ 

 

WA2JXJ 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 12, 2001 19:00 

Send this review to a friend 

Unbiased & real owner has say!  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

After you read the more believable reviews here, checkout the back issues of QST, etc for their published reviews. You’ll find they indicate Alinco markets an excellent value in their fine products.
The DJ-V5T is my second Alinco HT. I was happy with the first one(a DJ-191), but it was ripped off from the car last Halloween. Before I replaced it I look very hard at the dual-band Yeasu competition, the FT50RD/41B and it was close. Yeasu does make a fine product and claims to meet a mil spec, but still cautions about imersing in water, etc, etc. 
The 2 are very close in specs, with the Yeasu having slightly better spurious channel rejection, and the Alinco boasting 6 rather than 5 watts out. For all practical purposes, I think their performance specs are equivalent.
Feature-wise, I’ll admit I liked the Yeasu display a bit better in normal light. The thing that was strongly in Alinco's favor was the six character alpha display vs. Yeasu's four character limitation. That's a huge difference if you want to label the majority of the 200 memory channels so that your alpha channel description make any sense.
Now price comes into play…I was able to find the clear case version of the Alinco with AA battery case for $179. The best I could do with the Yeasu was $239. That 70 bucks more for the Yeasu will get you a large NiCad & charger. To be fair, I have to add the $16 I spent on the latest NiHd 1650 mAhr AA’s. (Excellent batteries are available today.)
The bonus…the clear case offers a real nice night time view of the entire face of the radio. By the way, to expand the rec/xmt coverage on the Alinco, you only have to cut a small wire. On the Yeasu, you’ll be bringing out your soldering iron and magnifying glass.
Believe me…once you know what the controls do, Helen Keller could adjust the volume. NO PROBLEM!
Well so far so good with my new Alinco. I’ve ordered 3rd party software & cable to program all the channels.It really is a nice radio and fully meets my expectations. Like to give it a 4.5, but since I am a little biased in favor of Alinco (at least I admit it), I’ll give it a five.
Good Luck & 73’s!!





 

KB9YHV 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 11, 2001 12:40 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent HT  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

Positives - This HT is a terrific value. Intermod resistance is good. RX sensitivity is excellent. I have gotten great signal reports across the board. Speaker audio is very good. Battery life is as good as anyone elses. Buttons and controls are laid out nicely, making it easy to manipulate one-handed. (For comparison, the "multi" button on my IC-T81 gives me no end of entertainment when I'm trying to set it while driving.) Extended RX coverage is nice. No one else offers this much HT for just over $200. It's just really well made. After using it for a year, we have bought a second one for another family member. 

Negatives - Sometimes you change volume when you change frequency. That's a bit of a nuisance. Also, the rubber cover for the mic jack on top eventually tore off. It wasn't quite tough enough.

 

WEREWOLF 

Rating: 3/5 

Jun 4, 2001 18:30 

Send this review to a friend 

OVERRATED  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

I HAVE TO AGREE WITH KC2HWG{BILL}. THE FEEL IS NOT QUITE THE FEEL OF A KENWOOD OR ICOM. I HAVE A ICOM IC7TH AND WOW WHAT A DIFFERENCE OVER THE DJV5TH. EXCELLENT RX AND TX. IM USING MINE WITH THE DIAMOND RH77CA RUBBER DUCK. I CAN KEY UP MACHINES 25 MILES AWAY WITH THE HALF WATT SETTING[500 MILLIWATTS]....I AGREE WITH GMV TOO. THE KNOBS ARE STACKED TOO CLOSE, WHEN YOU JOG THE MEMORY YOU MOVE THE VOLUME SETTINGS NOT A BIG PROBLEM, BUT NONTHELESS..ALINCO HAS LET A OHIO DISTRIBUTOR TAKE OVER THE USA OPERATIONS, THIS COULD BE A BLESSING OR A CURSE.... WE'LL HAVE TO SEE.... MEANWHILE, GET YOUR STUFF AT HRO OR AES... AND BUY AN ICOM KENNIE OR YAESU, YA WONT GO WRONG..... ALINCO IS DEFINITELY HYUNDAI ,,, WHEN FOR THE SAME PRICE ALMOST GIVE OR TAKE TWENTY BUCKS YOU CAN BUY A ICOM IC7TH.... MUCHO BETTER RADIO....... 73'S 
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	K9PEP 

	Rating: 4/5 

	Jun 3, 2001 22:06 

	Send this review to a friend 


	4 + Good radio for the $  

	Time owned: more than 12 months 


	My wife and each bought one of these a year ago. I had one small problem
while still under warrantee. It was fixed promptly.
For the money it is a very good radio. The Comet CMT SMA 24 antenna makes
it even a better radio for repeater extreme outer limits, work. I have only 2 small 
complaints, 
1. They dropped the price after I bought two of them. 
2. I have broken my case, and can't seem to get them (Alinco) to send me the price for
a replacement case. (I dropped it on cement, while doing Emergency Disaster
work) I would advise any one looking for a dual band radio on a budget to
buy this radio. I have paid well over twice this much for very little more radio from
brand A. Their case broke too. (It seems I drop a lot of radios)
73 Paul K9PEP and Marsha K9MIP



	 

K4EQ 

Rating: 5/5 

Jun 3, 2001 19:07 

Send this review to a friend 

Great radio!  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

I'm sorry for KA2GMV's experience. As for the size of the knobs, I'm not sure how one could expect otherwise from a small radio. I have had absolutely no problems with mine and it is everything Alinco has promoted it to be. And the price? Well, I still can't believe I got so much radio for so little a price. In my opinion, it's a 10+. --Dale, K4EQ 

 

KA2GMV 

Rating: 1/5 

Jun 3, 2001 13:47 

Send this review to a friend 

THE REAL KC2HWG I DONT KNOW HOW THE OTHER CALLSIGN{S} GOT INTO  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

IVE OWNED THE ALINCO DJV5TH FOR ABOUT A MONTH....... GREATLY DISAPPOINTED IN IT........THE KNOBS ARE TOO CLOSELY SPACED TOGETHER...... NICE AUDIO.... BUT ARE WE BUYING THIS FOR THE WFM ON 88 TO 108 MHZ OR TO USE AS A VHF/UHF TRANSMITTER HUH???????THIS COMPANY NEEDS HELP!!!!! DOESNT LOOK LIKE THEY ARE GONNA GET IT>>>>>>>BUYER BEWARE.........GO WITH KENWOOD OR ICOM AND DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME>>>>>>>>>> 

 

KC2HWG 

Rating: 5/5 

May 13, 2001 15:27 

Send this review to a friend 

I'VE HAVE OWNED THIS RADIO FOR A WEEK .. WHAT A GREAT DIDIO!!!  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I HOPE THINGS WORK OUT FOR ALINCO AND THE OHIO SET UP... IM NOT ONE TO FOLLOW THE CROWD.. I KIND OF LIKE TO SET THE PACE... IM ALSO LOOKING AT ALINCO FOR A DUAL-BANDER... PERHAPS THE 610 MODEL.. EXCELLENT RX AND TX ... I CAN KEY REPEATERS WITH L2 OR THE ONE (1) WATT SETTING UP TO 22.5 MILES AWAY... PEOPLE CANT BELIEVE IM ON A HANDHELD ...KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK NAKY.... AND GOD BLESS ALINCO...... 73'S FROM KC2HWG (TECHNICIAN) BILL FROM MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY............. MY RATING IS 5 OUT OF 5 ..... EXCELLENT BANG FOR THE BUCK RATIO........... 

 

N2KPK 

Rating: 5/5 

Feb 27, 2001 18:11 

Send this review to a friend 

LOVE IT  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Just purchased the dj-v5th and I am happy, the receiver is great I live around NYC and not heard a squeak yet. Easy and fun to program wfm is wide and was able to hear 220 mhz. I like this radio. 
Check it out not expensive either.

n2kpk

 

W4KSR 

Rating: 5/5 

Feb 22, 2001 07:38 

Send this review to a friend 

A top rated radio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I was fortunate to pick up a DJ-V5T. It has a real solid feel, solid functionality. It doesn't feel cheap at all. Nice loud audio (Alinco's HT's seem to all have nice audio). As for complaints about auto repeater shift, it doesn't bother me at all. I'm used to it. Like was stated, it's a patent of Kenwood. The battery lasts a LONG time. If I run from fresh charge, and leave it on, and use normal, my battery goes about a day and a half. Yes I use battery save, and always have! One thing I really like about it, is you can stand it upright on the desk, and have no fear that it will tip over. It's just a little thicker than most.
But, what most impresses me, is the support that Alinco gives. I have had Alinco rigs in the past, and anytime I needed info, there was someone on the other end that was able to answer my questions, with grest professionalism, and offered info on the radio that wasnt published, plus always asked for feedback on the radio. My DJ-V5T arrived without a rubber protector for the speaker/mic (I bought it used). I e-mailed Alinco, since it wasn't in their parts list...Within an hour, I had one on the way...AT NO CHARGE! Thank you Alex, K6POD! A major reason I would recommend Alinco to anyone: Quality radios, and excellent service! 

 

W4CNG 

Rating: 3/5 

Feb 21, 2001 19:55 

Send this review to a friend 

3 of 5  

Time owned: 3 to 6 months 

This is the first 3 I have given to an Amateur Radio Product I own, out of many 5's. A 3 because of Battery drain. The rx needs 70ma on non Battery Save to run, 70ma x 10 hours and you have a dead pack,(no low battery tone like the DJ580), and the radio will go dead without notice. How many folks do you know that use the BS (Battery Save) function? Not very many. Turn it on, let it RX for 6 hours, and get a call. Talk for 5 or less minutes and your battery is DEAD, unless you bought a second ni-cad pack, and/or the Alkaline Pack. You can only charge the battery while on the radio, or in the rapid charger which is in short supply. 

 

KH6L 

Rating: 3/5 

Feb 21, 2001 16:45 

Send this review to a friend 

Correction  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I want to make a correction to my original review. In that review I gave as a posible reason that the DJV5TH didn't automatically change shift direction is that Alinco got cheap and started making one machine for all countries.

Naky, KE6RD, a manager for Alinco wrote me and said that the reason the Alinco radios do not have the automatic repeater shift feature is that it is a patent of Kenwood, and some of the manufactures pays a royalty to use it. Alinco is not authorized to use it.

Nakay was very proffesional in his response and I thank him for clearing it up.

Randy
KH6L 

 

KH6L 

Rating: 3/5 

Feb 21, 2001 16:01 

Send this review to a friend 

Good performance with some drawbacks  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Since I sold my Kenwood THg71a a while back, I?ve been looking for another dual band HT. I missed it more than I thought. After researching the current crop, I decided to go for the Alinco DJV5TH. The reviews, especially here on Eham.com, were nothing short of glowing. 

I was surprised on how thick it was. The Kenwood definitely had a better form factor. I have on order an alkaline battery pack and I sure hope its thinner than the 5W battery pack. I don?t like how it feels at all. 

My second surprise, and very disappointing one at that, was learning that this radio does not have the U.S. band plan shift directions programmed into it in the VFO mode. In other words, in the VFO mode, you have to manually enter the shift direction any time you go from one area of the band to another that requires a different shift direction. So if I go from 146.88 to 147.060, I have to manually enter the shift direction in the VFO mode. You can?t even program the band plan shift directions for different parts of the band into it if you wanted to, only to memory locations. I couldn?t believe it! I had a radio like this in the 70s once, but every radio that I?ve had in recent history had the U.S. band plan shift information programmed as default in the VFO mode.

Apparently Alinco went cheap and started making just one radio for all countries.

The radio did however come modified with the extended frequency in the receive mode out of the box from the factory, eliminating the need to perform this modification.

Operationally, the radio sounds very good and the sensitivity seems to be very good as well. It is hard to operate the volume control without changing frequency though.

I can?t help, however, from being disappointed with this radio. I cannot believe that you have to enter in the shift direction manually for every region within a band. It would be interesting to know if this is just a characteristic of the current ones being sold as compared to an older model.

I did call Alinco and when I asked the guy why the radio didn't have the repeater shift directions programmed into it for the US band plan, he chuckled and in a condescending manor responded, "how in the world would the radio know what direction it should shift."

I wish I had my Kenwood back!


Randy
KH6L

 

KE6RD 

Rating: 5/5 

Feb 12, 2001 18:05 

Send this review to a friend 

Thank you all!  

Time owned: more than 12 months 

As a manager of USA Alinco, I thank all of you for giving it a great review.

I just wanted to mention that there is an error on MSRP indicated here. The MSRP is not $199, but $330 to $380 depending on the versions(status of the standard accessories and colors). Please contact your favorite dealer for the actual prices.

If I'm allowed to mention just another thing as an owner of DJ-V5TDC, I would like to point out that the blue versions works nicely in the dark, as it illuminates whole front case so you can read the letters printed on the panel. It makes operation extremely easy during the night-drive(commute in the evening especially when I use my V5 most) for me. It's not only a design thing.

Thank you,
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	KC4TXR 

	Rating: 5/5 

	Jan 29, 2001 10:16 

	Send this review to a friend 


	Pretty Darn Close to Perfect HT  

	Time owned: 0 to 3 months 


	I've owned gobs or HTs. Mostly Kenwoods, an ICOM or Standard thrown in for good measure. I hunted around and actually read the reviews when deciding on my latest. The DJ-V5 caught my interest early and hasn't disapointed me in the least. The form and fit in my hand were a priority and for my tastes, Alinco hit the bullseye. It feels "right" in the hand and has the appropriate heft to make it feel like you didn't waste $250 on some cheap piece o' plastic. The audio is outstanding. You can actually hear the radio sitting on the front seat of the car with the windows open at 60MPH. TX audio quality is outstanding as well. It's a small unit but not micro sized and will pump out 6 watts if it has to.

The controls are sort of well laid out and almost intuitive. The alpha-numeric display is almost a must for a radio with 200 channel memories. The first thing I did when I got it home was take it apart and open up the RX. Alinco, by the way, is the best in this regard. The switches, PCB, hardware and circuit layout all are of exceptional quality and, in my opinion, without equal. I'm in "the business" so I feel very comfortable saying this. I've also been inside of every HT I've owned and nothing compares to the DJ-V5 (Standard Radio came close). It has a very substantial heat sink which contributes to its heft. In summary, nice guts in there.

This is an exceptionally well made unit with the performance to match. Very impressive! 



	 

KB3FZN 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 28, 2001 10:51 

Send this review to a friend 

Excellent Radio  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I just got my technician class license two weeks ago and spent a while prior to recieving my call researching HT's. This is by far the best deal I found. I could not be happier with it. It has everything but the kitchen sink! I like the size, it is small and compact and fairly easy to use. It took me about two days of reading the instruction manual to get used to all the nice features but now its a cake walk! It has really good audio! I will assure you that you will be happy with this radio! I think it is the best deal out there by far! There were a few other HT's in the same price range but this was the better one. 

 

KB9WPV 

Rating: 5/5 

Jan 16, 2001 23:33 

Send this review to a friend 

An excellent dual bander  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

Just sold my Yaesu FT-50RD and bought a Alinco DJ-V5T,WOW, what a neat little rig. Much easier to program than the Yaesu,Much more sensitive and all around easier to use. I have been through many HT's including ICOM,Kenwood,Yaesu but this is my first Alinco. I am truly impressed! You CAN'T go wrong on this one. At only $209, it is the best performing dual bander out there with the features found on much more expensive models. If you are thinking of a new dual bander, give this one a shot, you won't be sorry! 73, Dennis 

 

4Z4KQ 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 12, 2000 16:52 

Send this review to a friend 

Alinco Delivers!  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

This dualbander is a great value indeed: good RF, excellent audio and sensible user interface; the TH version even looks cool. Would not swap mine for anything on the market today (FT817 excluded?) because:
a. the user interface is a pleasure
b. it's a tinkerer's delight
c. it performs.

As with any HT, don't expect DX from the supplied rubber duck or on alkaline batteries. A 9.6V pack and 17" whip (Comet SMA24, $23) go a very long way, but it really screams on 13.8V (cigarette lighter cord) and an ultralite mag-mount antenna (MFJ 1722, $19) -- great setup for rental cars when you travel.

 

KA1WOJ 

Rating: 5/5 

Oct 30, 2000 19:04 

Send this review to a friend 

Greatest HT I found  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I recently purchased this radio after thoroughly researching HT's under $300. My criteria was -dual band, small to mid-size, at least 5w (would settle for 4), under $300, able to RX out of band 480mhz through 490mhz. I had my sight on the ICOM T7H, (a really nice radio) but found that the newer ones cannot be opened-up. I then looked at the Yaesu F-50R (it is "open" from the box), but it doesn't RX WFM very well so the added benefit of RXing broadcast FM (which I had not even considered but now wanted) was not possible. Plus, EVERYONE that I new who owned a Yaesu, had to return it for service and was not thrilled with the service they recieved ( I am not knocking Yaesu, just stating a fact) (I just hope I haven't jinxed my radio by stating that). So, I purchased the Alinco DJ-V5TH at HRO in NH. Yes, I had to physically open it and remove the wire to open the RX, but it is "stupid simple" and the radio is worth the chance. Audio is great, transmit is strong and clear, it is very easy to program, the keys are back-lit, I set my local repeater for priority and listen to broadcast FM!, not only does it display the freq, but also up to six digit name for each of 202 memory locations, and something they don't state in the cut sheet, the radio is 5w with the supplied battery, but 6w connected to my car battery (both 2m/70cm). Also the lighter adapter was 1/2 the cost of the adapter for the ICOM, the case was 1/3 and an extra battery is about 40% less cost, so I ended up spending less money than for the ICOM (still was a great radio though). I could go on, ( I'll bet your sure of that) but maybe you should look it up and check the cut sheet yourself, maybe even call HRO NH and talk to Peter the manager. I have had Alinco before, my wife has it now (DJ-160), it has been a great radio for 10 years with the original battery! So I trust the name Alinco. 
If I had to say something negative about the radio, the only thing I could say is that the ICOM mem locations could be accessed by the keypad (direct) and this radio requires scrolling. With the service I recieved at HRO in NH and all the great features of this radio, I am extremely pleased. I think you will be too.

 

W9JCM 

Rating: 5/5 

Oct 28, 2000 15:14 

Send this review to a friend 

Best buy out there  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I have had this little unit for about 7 mo. And it has performed flawlessly. I bought the case with it and always use it when i am out and about. The thing is still MINT and, i plan to keep it that way. The battery lasts a long time too. I did my homework on all the like hts in its class and nothing beats it for price and quality. 

 

N7BUI 

Rating: 5/5 

Oct 28, 2000 03:07 

Send this review to a friend 

Top of the line!  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

At last an excellent radio at a good price. Alinco has done their homework on this rig. Intermod rejection is the best I have ever seen in ANY dual-band handheld. Yet Alinco managed to create one of the most easy to use radios yet. Lots of good basic features with a solid feeling radio. Forget all the bells and whistles. If you want a top performer you owe it to yourself to take a look at the DJ-V5! 

 

WQ5MM 

Rating: 5/5 

Aug 31, 2000 22:00 

Send this review to a friend 

Great HT  

Time owned: 6 to 12 months 

I owned the DJ-V5T 11 months and has been a great
radio. Bought it at a shop, the owner laid out
all the top ht's-Kenwood, Icom, etc, both the
XYL and I liked the DJ-V5T.
Super audio on receive, and comments from local
hams remarked that it sounded good on transmit.
Easy mod to wide-band it(performed at the dealer)
The variable output is neat also .5, to 5 watts.
While recently in Tennessee got into a repeater
17 miles away. All in all a great radio.

 

KB0PKJ 

Rating: 5/5 

May 2, 2000 17:09 

Send this review to a friend 

Great radio at a bargain price  

Time owned: 0 to 3 months 

I have owned three Yaesu H.T.'s but got tired of the numbers rubbing off of the keys. My last purchase was the VX-1R, which is fun, but is really more of a toy than a radio. After looking at everything available, I finally decided to take a chance on my first Alinco, the DJ-V5TH. The price, $209 plus shipping from Lentini, was certainly right. When I received the radio, I was pleasantly surprised that it was easier to program than my previous Yaesu's, and it had great reception of out-of-ham-band frequencies. The modification to expand the RX frequencies is an easy one. It receives local emergency radio traffic much clearer than my PRO-90 does. Another big plus was the excellent audio quality and volume, something definitely lacking on each of the Yaesu's. It would be an excellent first radio for anyone, or a good one to carry around everyday. The ONLY thing that some of you might not like is that it is fairly thick with the 5w battery. Definitely not something you would probably want to put in a shirt or slacks pocket. Other than that, outstanding in every way. 

 

WA1PIX 

Rating: 5/5 

Apr 21, 2000 05:54 

Send this review to a friend 

Fantastic HT with Oustanding Audio  

Time owned: unknown months 

I've owned plenty of HTs over the years and it's tough to find ANY fault with this one. The quality of the audio is incredible. I'm going to research the schematic, speaker and case to see why this HT has the best audio I've ever heard. It really performs when listening to commerical FM broadcasts. Its great aircraft receive capability is also top notch. Why can't they make 'em all like this one?
Beware directions for converting the receive to its full bandwidth (76-999 MHz, cellular blocked) that you might find on the Internet which tell you to remove the nut that holds the SMA antenna connector to the case. On the clear plastice model I have, there is no such nut to remove, so don't go crazy trying it. These directions might have referred to an earlier or foreign model of the HT. The conversion process is very easy and all you have to do is remove two tiny phillips screws and allow the guts of the radio to fall out of the case, cut a wire, reassemble and power up while holding specific keys. It's nice to see Alinco supporting the conversion done by amateurs on their product and making the information so available on exactly how to do it. Do yourself a favor-- run out right now and buy at least one of these! Let's hope something that performs this well and at the price it sells for will start a trend. Thanks, Alinco for a great little ham shack you can hold in your hand. 
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	KC2DBJ 

	Rating: 4/5 

	Mar 4, 2000 18:12 

	Send this review to a friend 


	A very useful dual band H-T.  

	Time owned: unknown months 


	There are a lot of compact H-T S on the market that do wideband operation from 2 meters and up..The Alinco DJ-V5TH VHF/UHF H-T, is one of them. I am impressed with the way this thing operates,"For example"...The V5TH can recieve frequencies from 76 to 999.99 Mhz.(cellular bolocked)..A Canadien version will include this feature unblocked for approximately $40 more but this does'nt mean that you can lawfully eavesdrop on cell phone conversations..The V5TH is a one band at a time transciever unlike its big brother and top of the line DJ-G5TH which has a lot of featchers built in execept wide band recieve..The V5-TH is an excellent MARS/CAP ready radio that can work on the lowest portion of the 70 cm to 470 Mhz. but a permit is required to work outside the alloted ham bands.The V5-TH has 200 memory channels & an alphanumeric display to allow users to indcate what memory channels they are listening to. The only gripes that I have with this thing is why did Alinco leave out the built in repeater capabilities that are found in its big brother, The dual crossband monitoring also afore mentioned is not found on this model but go from memory to VFO mode and sattilite work is very possible. 



	 

KC2FYG 

Rating: 4/5 

Feb 28, 2000 19:50 

Send this review to a friend 

Great First HT  

Time owned: unknown months 

I am relatively new to ham radio.. in fact I have only had my license for about 1 month. I did my research on HT dual bands and settled on the DJV5T. What a nice unit. Great audio, easy to use interface and no problem hitting the repeaters with 0.5 W and the stock antenna. I would recommend this radio to anyone. Get the programming software to save yourself some time. 

 

WB5ZAD 

Rating: 5/5 

Feb 9, 2000 14:55 

Send this review to a friend 

Great little HT !  

Time owned: unknown months 

I have had my DJ-V5TH for about a month, find it very easy to use and program. I can hit the local repeater on the one watt output setting, the extended receive capability is great. I use it as a scanner when not on a 2 meters, and it performs well, even in the rural area where I live. I would recommend it to anybody. 

 

KC0CGF 

Rating: 5/5 

Feb 1, 2000 16:16 

Send this review to a friend 

Best dual band HT for the money  

Time owned: unknown months 

I picked up this DJ-V5T about 3 weeks ago. Easy to use, controls are easy to find. Great audio output. Good sensitivity and selectivity. No front end overload with a high gain HT antenna. Great recieve coverage with modification. Split band xmit/recv makes it Mode J satellite usable. Compact and handy. Easy to program without the manual. 

On the downside: If powered down while scanning, it does not resume scan when powered up. Legends are not printed on the keyboard buttons and are not visible when backlight is used.

Anybody want to buy an Icom IC-W32A? 

 

KC8NGY 

Rating: 5/5 

Nov 6, 1999 19:54 

Send this review to a friend 

Very Nice Dual-Band HT  

Time owned: unknown months 

This is a nice dual band(2m and 70cm) HT, it also has expanded receive (76-999MHz) cellular blocked. Works very nicely, easy to program. 6 Watts of output(adjustable to 1 or .5 watts), good battery life. Only problem is antenna, it barely is able to make the local repeater 1.5 miles away with the standard antenna, so a high gain rubber duck antenna is recommended and with that I have made repeaters well that are over 15 miles away! It is also very compact. 

 




	<— Page 9 of 9 


